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"In the world of gardening can be found some of the craziest, funniest, wildest 
and most inspiring nutcases that we are ever likely to meet. 

The most visionary gardeners in the world include everyone from aristocrats 
to dethroned princesses to opinionated rebels and hermits in caves. I like to 
think of them as children in the schoolyard, different little groupings that 
once in a while come together only to part once more. Sometimes there are 
disagreements, but really they all have the same ambition: to grow and cultivate, 
together, in parallel with the natural world and all that surrounds them.

In the Company of Legendary Gardeners is a personal tale of some of the world’s 
most Bohemian, unique gardeners and their fates. A kind of secret history that 
can only be experienced from the outside and in retrospect, but also a journey 
through the land of the vegetable patch and flowerbed, a choice selection of all 
the knowledge that the world’s most remarkable cultivators have to share with 
us: grow sea kale like Derek Jarman and squash like Masanobu Fukuoka, create 
gardening landscapes like Vita Sackville-West and bouquets like Constance Spry.

This is both an anthology of all the poetic miracles that mankind and nature can 
create together, as well as a practical gardening book: a sort of best of gardening 
tips with advice and knowledge gleaned from growers in our Bohemian elite."

Elin Unnes

Contents
PREFACE 

SISSINGHURST GARDENING 
SCHOOL

Vita Sackville-West, Constance Spry, 
Thierry Boutemy, Vanessa Bell

ETERNAL DESIGN 
Gertrude Jekyll, Christopher Lloyd, 

Karin Larsson, Ester Claesson, 
Ulla Molin, Heidi Palmgren, Jeanne 
Ghyka,, Claude Monet, Lancelot 
“Capability” Brown, Musõ Soseki

VISIONARIES 
Gerrard Winstanley, Liz Christy, Fritz 

Haeg, Ron Finley, Anna Lindhagen, 
Monty Don, Carl von Linné, Karin 
Berglund

WHEN VEGETABLES BECOME ART
Michelle Obama, Ruth Stout, Nils 

Åkerstedt, Annemarta Borgen, Jean-
Baptiste de La Quintinie, Isabella 
Rossellini, Frank Erichsen, Anders 
Stålhand

FREAKS & GEEKS
Tasha Tudor, August Strindberg, 

Juliette de Baïracli Levy, Hildegard 
von Bingen, Masanobu Fukuoka, 
Derek Jarman, Greta Sturdza, Carl 
Peter Thunberg, Tim Smit, Lars 
Cedergren

INDEX 

About the author
Elin Unnes is a music and gardening journalist. 
She has been editor at Darling, Vice, Bon and 
Rodeo, and writes regularly for Dagens Nyheter 
and Allt om Trädgård. She has earlier written the 
highly acclaimed books ‘The Secret Gardener’ 
(2014) and its sequel ‘Herbarium’ (2016).

bennet agency
Hedinsgatan 13

115 33 Stockholm 
Sweden

mobile: +46 704 67 42 70

www.bennetagency.com


